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2011 National Catholic Youth Conference  

By Hannah Bruckner 
 

 Any fears that I had in the back of my mind for the future of the Catholic Church were all dissipated in a four day encounter 

with the exuberant youth of my generation.  The 2011 National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) in Indianapolis, Indiana opened my 

eyes to the vibrancy and the passion of the ñYoung Church.ò  Being that Iôm 16 years old, I am faced with the brokenness and the unrest 

of my generation every day at school, through the media, and through the messages our culture impresses upon the youth.  For four beau-

tiful days, I, along with Kimberly Myers, Brendan OôHearn, Victoria Reamer, and our St. Patôs Youth Minister Edmund Mitchell, was 

able to experience the fullness and the beauty of my Catholic faith in the company of 23,000 Catholic teens. 

 

 All packed into the Colts Lucas Oil Stadium, we were able to witness 23,000 young Catholics profess our faith, sing, dance, 

scream, pray, and celebrate the Mass as One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church.  The unity and the energy of this conference proved me 

wrong.  My generation is not lost.  We are a generation of Catholics that want to travel to every corner of the globe, learn what it means 

to love, cherish our faith, share it with others, and most importantly, we want to show the world how proud we are of our Catholic faith. 

 

 The conference consists of main events in the stadium (all 23,000 of us) where we would listen to speakers, sing and dance to 

some awesome praise and worship songs, and celebrate the Mass together.  (Itôs beautifully chaotic trying to get 23,000 teenagers to re-

ceive Communion in an organized fashion).  In between the main events, we could run around downtown Indianapolis, grab something to 

eat, go to Confession, or go to workshops.  Many fabulous public speakers, musicians, and authors on the Catholic faith held the work-

shops, including Chris and Linda Padgett, Bob Rice, Mark Hart, and many others.  The topics of the workshops ranged from the impor-

tance of the Virgin Mary, to Eucharistic Adoration, Sainthood, and more.   

 

 If thereôs one memory that will stick out in my head for the rest of my life, it was during Mass.  During the Our Father, my eyes 

scanned the stadium, witnessing 23,000 Catholics hold hands in solidarity, saying the exact same prayer that Jesus taught his dearest 

friends over 2,000 years ago.  It was in that moment that the power and Tradition of our Catholic faith overwhelmed me, as I realized for 

the first time how truly beautiful it is to be a Catholic today. 

Pictured left to right: Edmund Mitchell, 

Brendan OôHearn, Victoria Reamer, Kimberly 

Myers and Hannah Bruckner 

Recipient of Silver Award ñCadet Girl Scout Meg 

Clark  
 
Meg Clark, parishioner and student in Family Faith Formation, recently was awarded 

the highest award a Cadet Girl Scout can achieve. The Silver Award was given to Meg 

of Troop 10952, and fellow troop member, MacKenzie Beyer on September 30, 2011.   

 

The troop performed plays about safety for younger girl and boy scout troops, daycares 

and library story times.  



Second Grade Students Make First Reconciliation  
 

 The second grade children are preparing for their First Eucharist in May 2012. While daily lessons in religion focus on this most 

holy sacrament there are requirements that must be fulfilled before the big day and that includes First Reconciliation. 

 

 One requirement was to write a letter to Fr. Dennis explaining why they wanted to receive the sacrament of reconciliation. The 

children took part in their first reconciliation in November along with their families. Mrs. Borgia was so touched to witness parents and 

siblings partaking in reconciliation. The service went a bit longer than expected when the entire Dzierwa family received reconciliation 

and then just as Ryan McGurk completed his reconciliation, dad, Mike popped up and yet another delayé All kidding and fun aside, it 

was a beautiful day and as a Catholic Community there is nothing more important than sharing the sacraments with our families! 

St. Patrick of Heatherdowns Family of the Month  
 

 The Knights of Columbus has a program called Family of the Month and the St. Patrick of Heatherdowns Knights would like to 

extend this program to our Parish. 

 

 The program is setup to recognize families, seen by others, as living traditional Catholic family values. The purpose is not to 

find a ñsuper familyò but instead to recognize the family that exemplifies their values through Mass attendance, service to St. Patôs and 

the surrounding community, Pro Life values and involvement with youth. 

 

 A selection committee has been formed to review the family of the month nominations and at the end of the year those families 

who were recognized as a family of the month will be reviewed for family of the year. No interview process will result from someone 

nominating a family nor will the family nominated be interviewed. 

 

Thought starters to consider for identifying a family for ñFamily of the Monthò include but are not limited to: 

¶ Parents with children 

¶ Married couples without children 

¶ Parishioners who regularly attend Mass 

¶ Those that regularly participate in actives/committees structured to pass on the faith 

¶ Attendance of St. Patôs missions 

¶ Involvement in the music ministry 

¶ Volunteer/participation in the parish festival 

¶ Time/talent given to the school 

¶ Strong role model for other parishioners and children 

¶ Encourage family involvement in altar service 

¶ Eucharistic minister 

¶ Lector 

¶ Leader of sport team or groups  

¶ Community outreach to other non-profit organizations 

¶ Volunteer of time to shelters 

Some questions you can ask yourself about the family: 

¶ Do they dedicate themselves to the needs of St. Patôs?  

¶ Are they involved in community outreach within and outside St. Patôs? 

¶ Does the family seem to enjoy one another? 

¶ Does the family share in experiences to build their faith? 

¶ Does the family spend quality time together? 

¶ Does the family pray and attend Mass together? 

 

 The requirement for the family is that they be married, or widowed, in a marriage recognized by the Catholic Church with or 

without children and be an active member of St. Patrick of Heatherdowns Parish.  

CONTACT INFORMATION  

 

Parish:  419-381-1540 St. Patrick of Heatherdowns 

Parish Fax:  419-381-2727 4201 Heatherdowns Blvd. 

School:  419-381-1775 Toledo, OH  43614 

School Fax:  419-389-1161 

 

www.toledostpats.org 



High School Honor Rolls for Quarter One  
 

 Please join me in congratulating the past graduates of St. Patôs who have earned honor roll recognition for their hard work at 

their high schools. 

Presidentôs List: Colleen Anderson - SO, Alysse Budd - SO, Sydney Czerniakowski - SO, Nicole 

DaIley - SR, Taylor Emery - FR, Shannon Joyce - SR, Abby Papenfus ï SR.  Deanôs List: Meghan 

Baas ï SR, Emily ClausðSO, Erin Claus ï SO, Amanda Decker ï FR, Nicole Ishimwe ï JR.  First 

Honors: Celina Nowicki ï SO, Kennedy BohmðFR. Second Honors: Kaitlyn Fitzthum ï SO, Al-

exandria Gluza ï JR, Abigail Russell ï JR. 

 

Presidentôs List (4.333 or better, no mark below A-): Tyler Barton ï SO, Nicholas Mitchell ï JR. First Honors (4.0 or 

better, no mark below B-): Michael Czerniakowski ï SR, Harrison Guhl ï SO, DJ MacDonald ï SR, Kurtis Myers ï 

JR, Bryce Sidel ï SR, Joshua Truscinski ï SO. Second Honors (3.0 or better, no mark below C-): Bryce Buyakie ï 

SO, Joshua Copi ï JR, Jacob Kelly ï FR, Zachary Kolacki ï SR, Christopher Kravetsky ï SO, Dylan Lay ï SO, Alex 

Lincoln ï JR, Jacob Lloyd ï JR, Thomas Pasch ï JR, Bryan Petoskey ï SR, Tad Sobieszczanski ï SR, Nicholas Zajac 

ï FR. 

 

 

Class Honors (4.20 or better): Eric Hipp ï SR, John Nijim ï FR, John Nowicki ï SR. First Honors (3.50 ï 4.19): 

Brandon Barber ï SR, Daniel Cox ï JR, Christopher Field ï SR, Jacob Hansen ï SR, Andrew Hunt ï JR, Abbas Hus-

sein ï JR, Steven Mate ï SO, Fadi Rizk ï SR, Connor Scott ï JR, Brandon Smith ï SR, Nicholas Switala ï SR, Justin 

Varble ï JR, Benjamin Wolke ï SR, Jacob Wymer ï FR. Second Honors (3.0 ï 3.49): Pedro Gutierrez, Jr. ï FR, 

Christian Hoecherl ï SR, Ethan Momenee ï SO, Michael Putz ï SO, Jackson Steinmiller ï FR, Caleb Sutphin ï FR, 

Austin Wuerfel ï SR. 

 

First Honors (3.9 or better): Meghan Annesser ï FR, Abigail Christy ï SR, Anthony Drouillard ï SR, Catherine 

Field ï SO, Sarah Hutchinson ï FR, Lindsay Mahaney ï SR, Alexis Mengel ï SO, Courtney Moeller ï JR, Brendan 

OôHearn ï JR, Bernadette Reamer ï SR, Victoria Reamer ï SO, Kristen Walton ï SR. Second Honors (3.5 ï 3.89): 

Sarah Christy ï FR, Joshua Drouillard ï FR, Anthony Garcia ï SR, Charles Gibbons, Lucas Hall ï JR, Kaylee 

Hendricks ï FR, Emily Musallam ï SO, Kaylyn Porter ï SR, William Sanders ï FR, Reha Smith ï SR, Chloe 

Szakovits ï FR, Hadley Williams ï SO. Third Honors (3.10 ï 3.49): Monica Aberl ï SO, Jeffrey Dew ï JR, Sarah 

Koralewski ï JR, Teresa Mattes ï FR, Ethan Peters ï FR, James Pierce ï SO, Jonathon Stec ï JR. 

 

 

First Honors (4.0 or better): Jennifer CollierðSR, Kelley FischerðSR, Kimberly MyersðSR, Molly ScottðSR, 

Victoria ZajacðSR, Hannah BrucknerðJR, Stefanie ComteðJR, Christy OhlingerðJR, Madalyn PopilðJR, 

Samantha VellequetteðJR, Jacqueline Karl-DeFrainðSO, Jenny KimðSO, Alexis LotozynskiðSO, Maggie 

NigroðFR, Emily CurrierðFR, Amy OhlingerðFR. Second Honors (3.5ð3.99): Jordyn BarberðJR, Hannah 

BettingerðJR, Shannon CarrollðJR, Emily HunterðJR, Marisa NapoliðJR, Amanda CunninghamðSO, Ash-

ley KaliesðSO, Michelle LortieðSO, Nicole SheehanðSO, Rachel TheesðSO, Brianna BayðFR, Maureen 

CarrollðFR, Shannon FischerðFR, Samantha NewhouseðFR, Elisabeth ScottðFR, Quinn Sobieszczanski. 

Third Honors  (3.0ð3.49): Rachel HoecherlðSR, Caroline HuntðSO, Nicole BakkenðFR, Erin CarrollðFR. 

 

 

 

Celebrate the Accomplishments of our Graduates!  
 

 Two important notes from St. Francis deSales High School; first and foremost in the September issue of the Grapevine gradu-

ated senior, John Lincoln was missing from the list. John is now a freshman attending Miami University. We wish him continued suc-

cess! We also want to acknowledge Xavier Hernandez, current senior, for earning Art Honors for the 2010-2011 school year. 

 

 Jennifer Brasher and Amanda Stookey, seniors at Bowsher High School were both members of the Varsity Volleyball Team 

that won the City League Championship. Jenny was awarded First Team ï All City for her outstanding efforts. Way to go Jenny! 

 

 Join me in congratulating Colleen Anderson, SUA freshman, for being cast in the upcoming musical Legally Blonde.  

 

 The homecoming court at SJJ included seniors Eric Hipp  and Molly Scott (NDA). Another classmate Jacob Hansen was Sen-

ior Co-Captain of the cross country team this year at SJJ. 

Notre  

Dame  

Academy 



Youth Group Hosts Taco Dinners  
 

 The St. Patôs Youth Group hosted their first ever Taco Dinner Night at the holy family center, open to one and all on Friday, 

November 18th. The response was overwhelming, so much so that the food was depleted by 6:30 PM! Fear not! The next dinner will be 

in January and there will be plenty of food to go around. Thank you to all those who helped out at the busy time during the dinner and 

too, those who offered constructive ideas for things to change to make the event even more successful in January! 

  

 The Youth Group made $200 profit from the evening which will be added to a savings account for future projects. Two such 

projects include the remodeling of the youth center area of the Holy Family Center and funding for future mission trips. I recently spoke 

with Edmund Mitchell, Youth Director about his vision for the future of the St. Patôs Youth Group and he is very passionate about im-

mersing our youth in the Word of Christ, increasing their awareness of what it means to live in Christ every day. He also was excited 

about a recent workshop he attended where they discussed mission work, not necessarily outside of our country, but mission work that is 

needed right here in our country and even in our local community. Edmund would like to begin shaping the youth toward service not 

only to God but to our fellow man.  

 

 It is nice to see such passion coming from a young leader. I think the students will be inspired and find the leadership and 

knowledge of the Catholic faith that Edmund can impart onto them refreshing and educating, but most of all FUN! Keep your eyes open 

for new and exciting things to come from the youth department in the near future! 

National Philanthropy Day  

Luncheon Honorees  
 

 Each year the Association of Fundraising Profession-

als Northwest Ohio Chapter honors those who ñserve and give 

unselfishly every day in our community, reminding us that the 

spirit of philanthropy is alive and well.ò This is the proclama-

tion statement made by the Mayor of the City of Toledo, the 

Mayor of the City of Bowling Green, the Board and County 

Commissioners of Lucas County and the Board and County 

Commissioners of Wood County. 

  

 I was fortunate enough to attend the event this year, 

held at the Pinnacle in Maumee on November 15th. What a true 

honor to be in a room with those being honored for their phi-

lanthropy. There were three such notable people from St. Pat-

rick of Heatherdowns that deserve to be mentioned again and 

honored by all of us in the parish. Recognized as 2011 Out-

standing Community Volunteers were: 

   

 Dr. Mary Ann Lenkay, M.D., nominated by Catholic 

Central High School 

  

 Bill Thees, nominated by The Little Sisters of the 

Poor Sacred Heart Home 

 

 Lynn A. Brand, nominated by The University of 

Toledo 

 

 Please join me in congratulating these three out-

standing individuals the next time you see them. The event is 

truly special and those honored are all very deserving of their 

award for the service they provide. If ever you have the oppor-

tunity to attend the event, please do so; like me you will be 

overwhelmed with the accomplishments of those being hon-

ored and sit awestruck in their generosity and dedication to 

philanthropy. 

Upcoming Events & Important Dates  
 

December 18thðNarthexðPSO bake sale  

December 19thðCRHPðCrites Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

December 20thðRosaryðChapel @ 9:15 AM (every Tuesday) 

  Bible StudyðChapel @ 1:00 PM (every Tuesday) 

  VespersðChurch @ 7:00 PM 

December 22ndðCRHP, womenôsðEmmaus Rm. @ 6:00 PM 

December 28thðFinance CouncilðEmmaus Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 2ndðCRHPðCrites Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

           Pastoral CouncilðConference Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 3rdðK of CðCrites Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 4thðBeyond GriefðCrites Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 6thðMary Queen of L.I.F.E.ðHFC Large Rm. @7:00 PM 

January 8thðFellowship SundayðCafeteria @ 10:30 AM 

January 10thðDivorced & SeparatedðConference Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

           St. Vincent de PaulðHFC Crites Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

           G.R.O.W.SðEmmaus Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 12thðCRHP, womenôsðHFC Large Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 13thðHuman Trafficking SeminarðHFC Large Rm. @ 7:00  

January 14thðK of C Basketball ShootoutðGymnasium @ 1:30 PM 

January 16thðCRHPðHFC Crites Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

            K of CðHFC Large Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 17thðDivorced & SeparatedðConference Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 19thðWisdom Day Mtg.ðEmmaus Rm. @ 10:30 AM 

           Divorce Care KidsðEmmaus Rm. @ 3:00 PM 

           CRHP, womenôsðHFC Large Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

           Endowment MeetingðEmmaus Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 21stðBlood DriveðGymnasium @ 8:00 AM 

January 23rdðCRHPðHFC Large Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 24thðDivorced & SeparatedðConference Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 25thðFirst Communion Parent Mtg., - HFC Large Rm. @ 

6:30 

           Finance Council MeetingðEmmaus Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 26thðDivorce Care KidsðEmmaus Rm. @ 3:00 PM 

January 27thð29thðCRHP RetreatðHoly Family Center 

January 28thï 29th ðPinewood DerbyðCafeteria @ 10:00 AM 

January 30thðCRHPðHFC Crites Rm. @ 7:00 PM 

January 31stðDivorced & SeparatedðConference Rm. @ 7:00 PM 



By: Sharon Christy 

 

St. Patôs 2nd annual Christmas show this year will be presented on Saturday, December 17 

and Sunday, December 18.  This yearôs presentation is "Rented Christmas" ï The Musical. 

A young bachelor who is a prominent businessman hasn't celebrated Christmas in years 

because he is still mourning the death of his parents, until he enters a little shop with a sign 

that reads, "We Rent Anything". Following a whim, he decides to rent Christmas from the 

lovely young proprietor. She hires people from the Actors Guild to play the roles of a wife 

and children, but unfortunately they come down with the measles on Christmas Eve. Children from the local orphanage come to the res-

cue and offer to play the roles for her and convince her to play their mother. A "rented'' Christmas soon turns everyoneôsô dreams into 

reality. This heartwarming family musical will bring the joy of Christmas to everyone who sees it.  

 

Topnotch singers and actors from our St. Patôs parish and school are featured in this musical.  The leads, Dana Ranes as Miss 

Ann Weston and Dan Welch as John Dale, are sure to charm the audience with their touching portrayals and their fantastic voices. Origi-

nal songs and many Christmas favorites will tug at your heartstrings and will surely bring tears to your eyes.  The musical also features 

many of our students and youth in both acting and singing roles.  You donôt want to miss the singing of our chorus which will be featured 

throughout the musical, and there will be ample one-liners to bring on the laughs!   

 

Prior to the show on Saturday night, dinner will be served with delightful holiday music filling the air.  Sundayôs show will fea-

ture cookies with St. Nick and will be a fun family event you will treasure for a lifetime! 

 

For more information, or to make your 

reservation, call Sharon in the parish office at 

419-381-1540. 

 

It Was a Silent Night  

 
 The Christmas Outreach theme this year is It Was a 

Silent Night and Rita Hoff and the volunteers who so gener-

ously donate their time to setting up the board and making the 

ornaments for the children in need have been very busy. To 

date 260 children and 20 families have been adopted from the 

board but as those names are taken, new ornaments appear in 

their place. It is so important that those who can help, do so 

generously. The need continues to grow each year as more and 

more people in our area find themselves out of work, some 

with nowhere to live. That is why the work that Rita does on 

behalf of St. Patôs is so important. Please remember those in 

need during the season of Advent by offering your prayers and 

if you are able to help, by donating gifts that will further 

brighten their Christmas. 

Thanksgiving Outreach a HUGE Success  

 
 Itôs hard to believe we are talking about Thanksgiving in the 

ñpastò. Werenôt we basking in the sun and enjoying games of corn hole 

just last week? Here we are, done with Thanksgiving and into Advent 

already. As usual St. Patôs pride shown through with another success-

ful Thanksgiving dinner basket drive providing a turkey, roasting pan, 

dressing, vegetables, potatoes, rolls, gravy, pumpkin pie and $25 gift 

card to 20 needy families. Thirteen of the families were school families 

who would not have been able to afford a full Thanksgiving dinner 

without the generous donations from you, the parishioners of St. Patôs. 

The breakdown included 34 adults and 36 kids who were able to enjoy 

Thanksgiving with their family and friends thanks to you! 

 

 If you or someone you know is in need of help throughout the 

year be sure to contact St. Vincent DePaul here at St. Patôs for grocery 

and toiletry needs. It isnôt just at the Holidays that people are in need 

but throughout the year and thatôs when St. Vincent DePaul can help! 


