November 9, 2009

Dear Parishioner:

All of us at St. Patrick of Heatherdowns are proud of our history. We have been a vibrant Catholic presence in South Toledo for more than 50 years with a strong school and myriad of programs.

We are all benefitting from parish activities that continue to grow and develop. While our programs and activities provide for the needs of most age groups, there is still a need to inaugurate new programs and enrich the ones we already offer.

Our activities are a clear sign that the Faith is alive in the religious, social and educational experiences of our parishioners.

It is no secret that rising costs are affecting everyone – your family and also our parish family of St. Pat’s. Each year the expenditures for salaries and employee benefits, maintenance and repairs, fuel, utilities and supplies, insurance and assessments, are draining our meager resources.

Despite all our efforts of conservation, constant preventative maintenance, careful budgeting, planning and periodic evaluation of these efforts, the costs keep rising.

Sharing from the experience of other parishes, with the support of our Finance Committee and Pastoral Council, and after reflection and prayers, we believe there is a way, a Christian way, of meeting our financial needs. For some of you, the plan may be new, yet it is older than the history of our parish. The plan is based in Biblical times and has the blessing of Almighty God. It emphasizes the Christian call to generosity – even at times with some personal sacrifice. I pray that God will prompt you to listen to the proposed program of giving with an open mind and that you will make the appropriate decisions. It has been agreed that this special plan will be presented to all parishioners on the weekends of November 14 & 15 and November 21 & 22.
May the love of God and the intercession of St. Patrick prompt and guide all of us in supporting the Church that brings us in abundance all the gifts and blessings of God in our lives.

I am most grateful for your past loving support and now ask your assistance in putting St. Patrick of Heatherdowns on a sound financial course for the future.
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                                                                             Yours in Christ,

                                                                                                   Fr. Dennis G. Walsh, Pastor
