November 1, 2010

My Dear Friends,

As we come into the season of Thanksgiving, I would like to address the time when we gather to Thank God for all that we have and all that we are. I want to talk to you about “the Lord’s Day”, that gift of Sunday and the Eucharist and the importance of this day in our life and the lives of our family. In fact, the very definition of the word Eucharist means to give thanks to God.
In the early Church, Christians faced death for professing their faith in Jesus Christ. The decision to become Christian was a difficult one. At times, members of your family could disown you. The civil authorities could arrest you and subject you to torture. The Sunday Eucharist was an opportunity for the Christian community to gather and celebrate the death and resurrection of the Lord. This gave the early Christians extraordinary hope as they faced persecution and death just like Christ who obediently endured this as well, but triumphed by his resurrection. At the Eucharist, they were not only linked to Christ in his suffering, death and resurrection, but they were also linked to their brothers and sisters who were suffering the same fate. It gave early Christians the strength and courage to profess their faith in the midst of suffering and persecution.
We may think today that it is much easier to be Christian. In fact, it is equally difficult. To be a Christian today makes one unique and even counter-cultural. We embrace a set of values that are very different than the rest of the world. Media and culture present an image of beautiful, busy and rich people who selfishly take care of their own needs first. It is so essential that we gather every Sunday to understand who and what we are called to be. We need to faithfully gather at the Sunday Eucharist to prayerfully reflect and listen to God’s word. Christ strengthens and nourishes us through his body and blood. Strengthened by the Eucharist and our brothers and sisters at each Sunday Mass, we go forth to live our faith and build the Kingdom.
Some ask whether it is still an obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Absolutely! It is considered a serious sin to miss Sunday Mass. Obligation for some connotes something that is imposed by someone else. It is not always helpful to think in those terms. We are obliged in many ways throughout the week. We are obliged to work and we are obliged to eat. We do these things because they are good and necessary for our lives. In the same way, I am obliged to gather faithfully every Sunday for Eucharist. If we believe in Christ and want to live his way, it is natural to join his community at Mass. We need food for our lives.
On these Sunday mornings, when one feels that urge to sleep in, consider the unique privilege that is yours. To be invited to the table of the Lord is a blessing to be cherished rather than casually dismissed.

During the month of November, as a parish we will focus our attention on the importance of gathering for Mass. I have enclosed with this letter a brochure that is designed to be shared with your friends, family and neighbors as a way to encourage them to join you at the table of the Lord. You also may contact the parish office and have one of these brochures mailed directly to someone.

Please, join us for Mass!
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In Christ,
Fr. Dennis G. Walsh, Pastor

St. Patrick of Heatherdowns
